THE  CRIMEAN  WAR

so on. May the Lord grant that we be not found weak!
but it would be an untruth were I to say I place implicit
trust in those who guide our destinies. Let us therefore
holdfast together. In the year 1850 Radowitz brought
us to a point much the same as that to which Buol over
there has brought us by letting things drift/

1 Sans-Souci: November 15, 1854.

'As regards Austria, their policy has at length become
clear to me through their last proceedings. At my age
one is slow of comprehension. Austrian policy is not
Ultramontane in the main, in the sense his Majesty takes it
to be, although it makes use of Ultramontanism when cir-
cumstances require: it has no great plans of conquest in
the East, although it does a little that way too; neither
does it think about the German imperial crown. All that is
much too exalted, but is made use of now and again mere-
ly as a dodge to gain its end. Austrian policy is a policy
of fear, based on the difficult position it is in from a do-
mestic and foreign point of view in Italy and Hungary,
in finance, in the smash-up of justice, in the fear of Bona-
parte, in the dread of Russian revenge, also in the fear of
Prussia, whom they credit with far more power of mischief
than any one here has ever supposed. Meyendorff says:
" My brother-in-law, Buol, is a political dastard; he fears
every war, but, of course, a war with France more than a
war with Russia." This verdict is accurate, and it is
this fear that determines Austria.

' In my belief, if one reflects that it is always dangerous
to stand alone, that matters are in such a condition here,
at home, that it is also dangerous to force them to a head,
also that neither Manteuffel nor---------is to be relied